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December 2007 
 
Every year at this time I marvel at 

how fast the year has flown by.  This year 
was no exception, especially since 
I was pretty much out of commis-
sion for the month of July.  But with 
December comes the annual Club 
Christmas Party, and that’s always 
something we look forward to at-
tending. 

 
Annual Christmas Party / 
December Club meeting:  

Saturday, December 8th is 
the date for our annual Camaro Club Christ-
mas Party and December Club meeting.  

Like the past couple of years, Teresa & Carl 
Lins will allow us to invade their home for the 
evening.  Their address is: 11311 Jackson 
Road, Middleville, MI 49333   Home phone: 

269-795-7878   You can “mapquest” 
their address for a map & directions.  
The party will start around 6pm and 
go until ????  Please bring a dish to 
pass.  There will be some soft drinks 
available, otherwise it’s a BYOB. 
At some point during the evening, we 
will hold our December Club meeting.  
The main topic of discussion will be 
the Grand Rapids Autorama and our 
role in the show.  Christi Falkenhagen 

has volunteered to be the chairperson for our 
job of hosting the Exhibitors Lounge.  Thank 

The View from the top.  
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The Pointe Aux Barques Lighthouse, one of the sceni c stops on our tour of Michigan's "Thumb". 
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and created quite a contrast to the farms that 
cover most of the area.  I’m sure this will sound 
strange to those that were not there, but many 
of us were blown away at the scale of the 
sugar beet harvest and storage.  Everywhere 
we went; there was a steady stream of semi 
trucks hauling the beets to storage areas.  The 
plies are three times as high as a semi truck 
and hundreds of yards long.  It seemed like 
every other empty field for miles around was 
covered in these huge piles of sugar beets.  

Row after row after row!  It was one of those 
things that make you say, “holy cow!”   

 Many of our members were excited to 
do some early Christmas shopping in Franken-
muth and Birch Run after our Club meeting on 
Sunday morning.  It was a very enjoyable 
weekend.  Take a look at the photos. 
 
A major milestone has been passed:  
 2008 will mark the first year since 
around 1980, that WMCC has not co-hosted a 
major Camaro Show.  From the Camaro Street 
Nationals in the 80’s to Camaro Superfest 
since then, we have co-hosted with the East-
ern Michigan Camaro Club.  However, the 
show, and it’s year long planning, was begin-
ning to take a toll on many of our members 
that were heavily involved with the shows.  
Several WMCC Club officers and CSF plan-
ning committee members got talking, and after 
a short time, it became apparent that for 
WMCC, at least, it was time to step away from 
Camaro Superfest.  We recently had a joint 

You, Christi !!!!  We will discuss what our du-
ties will be as well as establish a work sched-
ule for the show weekend.  We will also be 
discussing our Club display for the show.  We 
had some good ideas brought up at last 
months meeting and will be expanding upon 
those.  We will also need to lock in which cars 
will be in our display.  If you have volunteered 
to put your Camaro in our Club display, 
please try to be at the party so we can discuss 
the layout, and transportation arrangements. 

 
November “THUMB” fall color tour:  
 “Thank You”  to Gib & Tammy for 
opening their home to us for the weekend to 
use as a home base as we toured the 
“THUMB” area of Michigan and held our No-

vember Club meeting in their living room on 
Sunday.  The weather was sunny and cool on 
Saturday as we ventured into an area of the 

State I had never 
seen before.  Much 
of the area is much 
flatter than I ex-
pected and you 
can see for miles in 
places.  The Lake 
Huron shore areas 
are very scenic 

Checking out the low-rent district on the shore of 
Lake Huron 

I always thought 
"Stronger than a 

brick outhouse" was 
just an expres-

sion!  Here's the real 
deal.  =:-0 
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meeting with EMCC where we told them of 
our decision.  It was agreed that the CSF ac-
count money would be split between the two 
Clubs and it would be up to EMCC to decide if 
they wanted to continue the show by them 
selves.  At their next Club meeting they voted 
to continue planning and running the show 
alone.  We wish them much success as they 
take on this large task.  For many of us, step-
ping away from CSF was a hard decision, but 
now that we have, it feels like a huge weight 
has been lifted from our shoulders.  I’m sure 
the lowered stress levels will go a long way in 
keeping our Club the happy, family it has be-
come over the last several years. 
 We will now be able to concentrate our 
efforts on the G.R. Autorama in the winter and 
the Berger Chevrolet – All Chevy Show in the 
summer.  We have already had some great 
suggestions on how to improve the Berger 
show.  We’ll talk more about this at the Club 
meeting. 
 
Project DZ74, my thoughts:  
 I know that Ray will have a column on 
the progress of Project DZ74, however I 
would like to say a few things about the Pro-
ject myself.  While it’s been over a year since 
we began with this project, I am still blown 
away by the support everyone has shown for 
this endeavor.  I still get very surprised when 
someone makes a donation to the project and 
I wonder how I am so fortunate to be blessed 
with so many wonderful friends.  I am eter-
nally grateful to all of you! 
 While the car will not be ready to be in 
our Club display at Autorama, it is coming 
along nicely.  I am very excited at how it’s 
coming out.  I think it will be a fitting tribute to 
our Club members, friends and sponsors that 
have contributed time and money to the Pro-
ject.  I think people will be stunned at the fin-
ished product.  I think it’s going to be pretty 
special.  Thanks again, everyone! 
 
Can Tab collection for Ronald Mac-
Donald House:  
 It’s been quite a while since we’ve 

mentioned this, so I would like to remind eve-
ryone to save their pop and beer can tabs.  
When we get enough, we take them to the 
RMH and they turn them in at a recycler for 
the aluminum weight.  This money goes to 
fund the transportation needs for the families 
that stay at the RMH.  Thank You! 
 
Chevy-Vettefest bus trip to Chicago:  
 We managed to get 30 people to go on 
the bus trip to Chevy-Vettefest in Chicago.  It 
was a fun filled day of adventure and cool 
cars.  We had an interesting bus driver and he 
interacted with us in a fun way.  The show was 
great, as usual and it’s always nice to see our 
friends from out-of-town. Brad Van Hemert’s 
red ’67 427 Impala looked great in the show.  I 

even found a couple of small items for the 
Project DZ74 in the swap meet. 
 Our bus driver suggested we stop at 
some famous liquor store in downtown Chi-
cago on the way home.  (Sorry, I don’t remem-
ber the name!)  It was an interesting store 
(especially to a non-drinker, like me).  I saw 
some “interesting” brands there, like Santa’s 
Butt Beer, Bad Elf Ale, Seriously Bad Elf Ale 
and Criminally Bad Elf Ale, not to mention 
Lump of Coal Ale.  I understand there were 
good deals there and several people took ad-
vantage of the good prices.  

But, undoubtedly, the nice surprise of 
the day was our stop at the Four Winds Ca-
sino for dinner.  Not only is this an amazing 

WMCC member Brad Van Hemert's beautiful 1967 
427 Impala at Chevy-Vettefest in Chicago  
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structure (very elaborate) but the food was 
amazing!  We ate in the Buffet, which included 
Prime Rib, Crab Legs, Shrimp, Steak, Turkey, 
Asian, Mexican and Italian and American se-
lections.  There was a massive dessert bar, 
salad bar, and bread bar, too.  And of course, 
being a buffet, it was all-you-can-eat.  I never 
made it into the gaming area as we sat in the 
restaurant and enjoyed great conversation, but 
I heard it was equally impressive. 

If we plan this trip again next fall, we’ll 
start planning earlier, and definitely include the 
Four Winds in our plans for dinner again. 

Membership Dues:  
  
This is just a friendly reminder.  Yearly mem-
bership dues are due, for most members, in 
January.  If you joined the Club before July of 
2007, your dues are now due.  It’s $30 for a 
single membership and $45 for a couple. 
 

We’ll see everyone at the 
Christmas Party !!!!!! 

A few more pictures from Chevy-Vettefest.  
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Project DZ74  
With this past months meeting on the other side of the state and the Chicago bus trip and everyone trying to get all 
their fall projects caught up before the snow comes, it just doesn't seem like there was much time to work on the 
car this month. 
  
Last month we told you we had the motor and transmission in the car for mock up. We pulled the motor back out of 
the car because we needed to do some minor touch ups and install the factory heat sheilds under the fire wall. We 
got that done and reinstalled the motor and trans. She should be bolted in for good this time! The rear sway bar is 
also all mounted up with the poly bushings. 
  
In other news we would like to welcome a new sponsor! Alpha Material Handling has come on board and is going 
to sponsor our cooling system. Their contribution is going to cover the costs of our aluminum radiator and electric 
fans.  THANK YOU Alpha Material Handling!!! 
  
In this months pictures you get to see 'What It Was', 'Where We Started' and 'Where We're At'. 

 THANKS, to each and every person that is making this possible!!! 
 
 Still lots to do. If you have any free time and would like to help out, please contact Doug. 
  
Ray Cochran  
DZ74 Project Manager  
zmanrc@hotmail.com 

What it was -- As quoted in Car Craft magazine in S ept '78, 'A clean look-
ing '74 that rarely goes in a straight line'.  

Where we started -- A shot of 
the car at the very beginning 

of the project.  

Where we're at -- 
NEW paint, 

wheels, tires, 
brakes, engine, 
trans, suspen-

sion and so 
much more! 
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ers, one space for a promotional booth for the 
club.  We can have an 8 space display. 
Upgrade of our display:  PVC piping to put 
flags up higher.  We will need 2 Camaro cano-
pies in the middle of the display.  This would 
make our display higher.  Bowtie lights could 
be bought by the club.  We would need two 
sets.  We would need more brochures, the 
club scrapbook, activity posters, three 6 ft. ta-
bles with black skirting.  It gives us places to 
stash our stuff.  We should have electricity to 
have a video set up and have our lights 
plugged in.  We will discuss this more at the 
Christmas party. 
 
Superfest: 
Passing along information needs to be a num-
ber one priority this year. 
The next SF Meeting will be at Old Chicago 
Restaurant, November 11th @ 1:00 pm
(Okemos). 
What has happened with the website?  Has it 
been updated? 
Let’s have a highlight flyer ready for Chicago 
or Autorama. 
 
Project: 
It will not be ready for Autorama.  It still needs 
a lot of work. 
There will not be a Camaro calendar for 2008.  
Ray just does not have time!! 
 
It’s shopping time!!!!!  Thanks to Tammy & Gib 
Loudon for inviting everyone to their house 
this weekend!! 

November 2007 meeting notes  
 
Meeting @ the Loudon’s home. 
 
Attendance: Doug & Anita Warren, Wade & 
Stacie Shindorf, Gary & Shelley Crippin, John 
& Cheryl Smith, Dave & Angie Kemp, Dennis 
& Bonnie Edwards, Ray & Ben Cochran, Stu-
art & Suzanne Johnson, Ronnie & Dennis 
Mykols, Amy Kugel, Gay & Dave Verburg, 
Anne Kohler, Gib & Tammy Loudon, and Al & 
Jan Boyer. 
 
Chicago Bus Trip: 
We did not cancel because we did not want to 
disappoint those who already signed up. 
Gary has a list of restaurants within one mile 
of the venue.  There are at least ten restau-
rants. 
We still are not sure if we are stopping on the 
way back.  We may be leaving about 6 pm or 
so. 
There may be a casino that we can stop at on 
the way home.  Examples:  New Buffalo, MI 
(Four Winds) or Michigan City, IN casino.  
Please, can we leave early enough to stop on 
the way home. 
If the bus costs more with this change, we will 
not want to stop on the way home.  Gary will 
check to see if this change in itinerary will cost 
more. 
 
We had an accounting of our club finances 
from Anita & Doug. 
The bus has already been paid for.  However, 
we need about 30 more people to break even. 
Doug has ordered more toner for the copy 
machine, but it has not been paid for yet. 
 
Christmas Party: 
Sat., Dec. 8th at Carl & Theresa’s house.  
Starts whenever and ends whenever. 
It is a pot-luck.  We will have a sign up for this. 
 
Autorama: 
Picture board of Doug’s car as it is being put 
together. 
We have 6 definite cars and a possible 3 oth-
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Please Remember all club Members dues are 
Due January 1, 2008. 

 
If you have any questions about your dues 

please contact me.  
 

Thanks, Al Boyer 
Membership Corrdinator 

231-777-7500 
bajaboyer@comcast.net 
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December 2007 Events Calendar  

 * Bold Text = Offical WMCC Event. 
 
*WMCC Monthly Membership Meetings:  
*Dec  8 2007     WMCC Christmas Party/December Club meeting @ Carl & Teresa Lins’ home 
*Jan  6 2008     WMCC January Club Meeting 
*Feb  3  2008    WMCC February Club Meeting 
*Mar 2  2008     WMCC March Club Meeting    
 
All Camaro / Chevrolet Events:  
*April 5-6      2008    Spring Chevy-Vettefest , Rosemont, IL 
June 20-22, 2008  10th Annual Camaro Nationals, Carlisle, PA by the American Camaro Association 
July 4-6,      2008   17th Annual Camaro Superfest, Ypsilanti, MI by the Eastern Michigan Camaro Club 
Approx. Sept 20 ??  2008    GM/Chevrolet Camaro Event in Indianapolis, IN, Details yet to be an-
nounced. 
 
Other Automotive Events of Interest:  
*Jan 11-13 2008  Grand Rapids Autorama – DeVos Plac e 
Jan 19-26 2008    NAIAS Cobo Hall – Detroit, MI 
Feb 8-17  2008    Chicago Auto Show – McCormick Place 
Mar 7-9 2008       Detroit Autorama – Cobo Hall 
May 16-18 2008   Year One Experience @ Road Atlanta & Atlanta Dragway, Georgia 
 
 

Al & Jan are coming out of the closet about their r ecent activities with their 
Camaro.  (Notice the Sign) :-) 
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The Western Michigan Camaro Club 
is dedicated to the enjoyment, preservation 
and promotion of the Chevrolet Camaro as the 
premier four passenger sports car ever. The 
club was formed in 1975. 
 
Meetings 
The WMCC holds monthly membership 
meetings on the first Sunday of each month. 
Times and location vary, so see the 
Newsletter or check the club’s web site at 
www.wmcamaro.org for specific times and 
locations, or call one of the officers. 
 
WMCC Officers 
President: Doug Warren 616.531.7482 
Vice President: Gary Crippin 269.273.5051 
Secretary: Anne Kohler 616.527.2432 
Treasurer: Anita Warren 616.531.7482 
Membership: Al Boyer 231.777.7500 
Webmaster: Brent Findley 
Newsletter Editor: Gary Crippin 
 
Club Sponsor 
Berger Chevrolet 
BERGERCHEVY.COM 
 
Website 
www.wmcamaro.org 
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