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May 2008 
Finally !!!!!  Spring has returned to West Michi-
gan, and it couldn’t have come at a better time.  I 
think everyone had enough winter this year and 
we’re ready for the “car season”. 
 
May WMCC Club Meeting, Sunday, 
May 4th: 

Our May Club meeting at the 
45th Annual Mendon Dust Off car 
show, held at the Mendon High School 
parking lot, in Mendon, MI.   

Many WMCC members will be 
staying at the Holiday Inn Express in 
Three Rivers on Saturday evening 
(May 3th).  (Holiday Inn Express, 269-
278-7766, 1-800-HOLIDAY)   
It’s important that we arrive at the show early to 
get good parking places. We plan to leave the 
Holiday Inn Express in Three Rivers by 7:00am 
on Sunday morning!  Leaving by 7:00am should 
put us in Mendon, and in our parking spots at 
the High School before 8:00am.  There will be a 
Pancake Breakfast again, yum!  We’ll gather to-
gether around our cars (or inside the gym, de-
pending on the weather) at around Noon to have 
our Club business meeting.  Be sure to bring 
your folding chairs!   

For those not meeting us at the Holiday 
Inn Express, the show is located in Mendon, MI 
in the High School parking lot. Take M-60 east 
out of Three Rivers to Mendon (about 13 miles), 
stay on M-60 to Nottowa St. and go left on Not-
towa (Wise Motors on corner). Go about 5 
blocks and look for the football field on your 
right. Turn Right on the road that runs next to the 
field. Follow the signs. You have arrived at the 
Show. You should plan on being at the High 

School a little before Noon so you can attend the 
meeting. 

We are also planning a group trip to Gary 
Field’s Comedy Club in Battle Creek on Saturday 

evening.  We will have a reserved spot in 
the parking lot for our Camaros.    We’re 
looking at a 6pm dinner and the comedy 
show starts at 8pm.   
 
 from Bonnie Edwards about Gary Fields. 
I just spoke with Josh the new owner of 
Gary Fields.  I told him that  everyone 
wanted to order off the menu and as I ex-
plained you can do that for under $10 per 
person depending on what you or-
der.  They have burgers/fries/appetizers/
several flavors wings, etc.  He told me 

that he would give our group a discount.  Tickets 
are normally $10.00 per person and he will give us 
tickets to the show for $8.00 per person since we 
are all coming for dinner  I lined it up for 6:00 p.m. 
dinner with 8:00 p.m. show.  He told me that he 
does need a definite number of people coming so 
he knows how many seats he will still have avail-
able after our club is seated.  He would truly appre-
ciate a RSVP definite number by no later than 1 
week before the show but would truly appreciate if 
we could give  him a number as soon as possi-
ble.  Please let me know as soon as you can.  If 
you have plan to go and have not RSVP yet please 
do so now.   
RSVP to Bonnie’s email: zippypin@msn.com 
 
 
Hamilton High School Car Show, May 3: 
On Saturday, May 3rd, many WMCC members plan 
to attend the 2nd Annual Hamilton High School Car 
Show which benefits the Senior Class.  The show 
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will be in the Hamilton High School parking lot 
and run from 9am – 2pm.  Hamilton High School 
is located at 4911 136th Ave, Hamilton, Michi-
gan.  Cost is $15 at the show. 
 
 
Lane Automotive Car Show: 

On Saturday, May 24th we have plans to 
attend the 20th Annual Lane Automotive Car 
Show at Lane’s facility near Watervliet, Michi-
gan.  We would like to park the Club together as 
a group, so, here’s the plan: We will meet in a 
parking lot of McDonalds restaurant just off I-94 
at the Coloma Exit. (Exit #39)  We will meet 
there by 5:30am and leave for the show by 
5:45am.  Depending on the weather and the 
crowd, we may take the back roads to Lane 
Automotive which will put us coming to their 
driveway from the south.  This will keep us from 
getting split up at the traffic lights at the inter-
change of M-140 & I-94 (Exit #41), just on the 
north edge of Lane Automotive’s property.  
Please pre-register for the show.  This will as-
sure that there will be enough goodie bags for 
everyone.  You can pre-register at Lane’s web-
site: www.laneautomotive.com  This is a great 
show and highly recommended. 
 
 
MiFbody.com Meet & Greet ’08: 

On May 31st the MiFbody.com group will 
hold its 4th Annual Meet & Greet.  The Meet & 
Greet will take place at Kensington Metro Park 
near Milford at Exit #151 (Kensington Road) off I
-96.  There is a $4 daily entry fee to the Park.   

There is a concession stand near the 
show area so you can purchase food at the 
show.  This event has become too large for a 
Pot Luck style lunch to be practical.  
As always, alcoholic beverages are not  
allowed at the picnic, and anyone caught  
drinking will be asked to leave the picnic. 
 

Getting to the Meet & Greet: 
WMCC members and other members of MiF-
body from the west side of the State will be 
meeting up near Ionia and cruise to the Meet & 
Greet.  We’ll meet at the Pilot gas station just 
north of the interchange of M-66 & I-96, at the 
Ionia exit  #67 at 8:00-8:30AM and be on the 
road at 9:00AM.  Gather in the larger lot on the 
north side of the station where we have more 
room to get organized. 

9th Annual Berger Chevrolet ALL CHEVY 
SHOW: 
 We have implemented a slight change in 
the format of the Berger Chevrolet All Chevy Show 
this year.  We will be holding a Meet & Greet event 
on Friday evening at the dealership.  Last year, the 
28th Street Metro Cruise expanded to include cruis-
ing on Friday evening, and we’ve expanded our 
show as well to take advantage of the extra night of 
cruising. 
 So, we will setup along 28th Street on Fri-
day evening from 7-10pm to watch the cruisers go 
by.  There will be a food vendor on site so there’s 
no need to run to McDonalds!  We will do our usual 
setup for the show, and even open up registration 
for a while to ease some congestion for Saturday 
morning. 

The rest of the plan will follow our usual for-
mat for the show on Saturday.  I should have fliers 
at the Mendon show so we can start passing them 
out! 

 
 

“Back to the Brickyard” show in Indianapolis: 
 On September 19, 20 & 21, 2008, GM with 
the Central Indiana Camaro Club will host the Back 
to the Brickyard – Indy ’08 show at the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway.  This is a Camaro/Firebird, 
Chevy and Pontiac Indy Pace Car Reunion event.  
Speculation runs high for the debut of the produc-
tion 5th Gen Camaro at this event.  This promises 
to be the “big” event of the summer.  For more in-
formation see the website:  
http://www.indycamaro.com/Indy08/  
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Spring Message from the Fbodfather  
 

Scott Settlemire email this message. I just thought I would 
share it with all of you. Its a VERY GOOD Message and one 
we should all really think about. ~ Gary 
 
Good evening, my Camaro Comrades and Firebird Friends........  
 
Spring is here - and most of us are getting our Firebirds and  
Camaros out of storage .....and can hardly w ait to drive them.  
 
Unfortunately most of us want to plant the pedal to the metal --  
 
.......................and that's f ine -- provided that it's done appropriately 
and in the right place and time.  
 
My concern is that some of you may get a little *too excited* and 
perhaps decide to do a l ittle street racing.  
 
Our Friend  -- Jason Ory at  www.z28.com started a thread on his 
site talking about the horrors that can result  from Street Rac-
ing..........and I thank him for bringing it to my attention.  
 
I ask you to read something I wrote a couple of years back -- it's at 
the end of this email.......  
 
We had a great Camaro/Firebird Gathering in Atlanta -- and unfortu-
nately things got out of control late at night -- and two of our Camaro 
Comrades died that night...............  
 
All because of Street Racing.............  
 
Please -- I beg you -- read the following -- and PROMISE ME -- that 
you will not street race -- and that you will wear your safety belts at 
ALL TIMES -- and that goes for all of your passengers as w ell.  
 
Please share this with your friends....... ..put it in your newslet-
ters.............  
 
To some of you, I may sound like a broken record. (to you 'younguns' 
-- records were what preceded CDs.....) -- and I continue this 
rant  because I care about you.  
 
Have a great show season -- and I hope to see you at the various 
Camaro/Firebird shows that are planned this season!  
 
The story:  
A whole bunch of people looked forward to this past Memorial Day 
weekend …many of them spending it in Atlanta, a s I did,  with fellow 
Fcar enthusiasts.  
 
A few young men I’m sure were looking forward to driving in from the 
Carolinas.    
 
It was a great show….hundreds of Firebirds and Camaros lovingly 
maintained/restored/modified.    
 
A great tour of GMMG........  Some great vendor displays.........  A 
Beach Party.........    
 
----A weekend built around a way to remember our veterans and 

those who gave their lives for our country.  
 
But a tragedy happened early Sunday morning.  
 
We (as well as most manufacturers) build performance cars.  We build 
them with many, many safety features.  We try to anticipate human 
error.  But some things can’t be anticipated.  And it’s especially hard to 
engineer around bad judgement on the p art of the driver.    
 
We put safety belts in all of our cars and trucks.  
   
No…we don’t deserve a gold medal for this…it’s the law…..a GOOD 
law.  
 
 It’s also the law in most States and Provinces tha t you are supposed to 
put them on when you get in the vehicle.  I guess we'll never know 
whether or not the fellows in the back seat of the Camaro SS on Windy 
Hill road would have survived had they had put the belts on.    
 
Windy Hill Road in suburban Atlanta has curve s and elevations.  It has 
as I recall, a 35 mph speed limit.  It was not designed for cars to travel 
at  three times that speed. (or more)   
 
In some ways, I guess I was fortunate.  I was in my hotel room.  It was 
late…it was a long day………I had a great time meeting a lot of great 
people and spending t ime with some old friends.  So I retired around 1 
am and went to sleep. I didn’t have to witness the heartbreaking catas-
trophe firsthand.  
 
I wasn’t prepared to hear the news the next morning.  I am,  as I’m sure 
many others are -- still in shock.  And I pray for the fam ilies and friends 
of all involved.  
 
I guess at this point in time, I can only hope that amidst this terrible, 
terrible tragedy that perhaps those w ho attended the Gather-
ing…….those of you reading this…….and those who read the newspa-
pers/websites and watched TV will think twice before getting into a car 
or truck and not putting the safety belt on ---PROPERLY --- each and 
every time.    
 
Second:  If you want to race, take it to the track guys and gals.  Or to the 
dyno.  (the dyno doesn’t involve driver error…….)  
 
Simply put:  We know these cars are powerful.  I like burnouts as much 
as the next guy or gal………but there is a time and place for that…..and 
it isn’t in a parking lot or on the street.  It’s at the track under controlled 
conditions.  
 
I don’t ever want to see a street race.  I don’t ever want to see another 
burnout in a parking lot.    
 
And I don’t EVER want to hear about one or more of my fellow  enthusi-
asts……who I care a great deal for…….. being killed in one of our cars 
or trucks.  Is it avoidable?  I sure wish it were.  
 
So how ‘bout we make sure we ‘stack the deck’ in our favor?  
 
How ‘bout we make a commitment to each other R IGHT NOW…….that 
we pledge never to street race –   EVER…………  (And I don’t care 
HOW many other motorists are egging you on …….)    
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How ‘bout we make a commitment to each other R IGHT NOW that 
we will ALWAYS wear a safety belt…and that goes for everyone in 
the car or truck with us…………………..  
 
How ‘bout we make a commitment to each other R IGHT NOW that 
we will tell our loved ones how much they mean to us…….and that 
we DEMAND that they wear a safety belt……….  Every time………
no excuses.    
 
You think a safety belt is uncomfortable?  Well how about this statis-
tic:  A 180 pound human being trave ling in a car at 35 miles per hour 
that strikes a solid object will create THIRTY SIX HUNDRED 
POUNDS OF FORCE.    
 
Now..........do you want that 3,600 pounds of force to be diss ipated 
by a safety belt or do you want it dissipated by a steering wheel and 
windshield – or the pavement …do you still think the seatbelt is un-
comfortable???      
 
………… some of you may say “Scott…stop with the rant…it’s inap-
propriate at this time.”    
To you I say…” I care about you and my fe llow enthusiasts and 
friends and loved ones.  And I don’t want to attend your funeral or 
see you in a hospital due to an avoidable accident.  So if I’m being 
inappropriate, it’s because I care.”  
 
To the family and friends of those who lost their lives this weekend in 
Atlanta:  You are in my prayers.  I don’t know that I or anyone else 
have the words to console you other than to say how very deeply 
saddened and sorry I am for your lo ss.  And many of us will be think-
ing of you for a lot longer than you might imagine.  
 
To the organizers (my very dear friends)  of the Atlanta Fbody Gath-
ering:  You have worked so long and so hard to put such a great 
event together.  This was not your fault.  People come from many 
states to enjoy the passion that these cars generate. We are in-
debted to you for your hard w ork…and we hope we’ll be invited back 
again next year.  Thank you for your hospitality – thank you for your 
friendship – and thank you for all the good things you do for the F-car 
community.  
 
To the Associates at the Marriott Atlanta N orthwest:  Thank you for 
your kind understanding and for all you did to help everyone through 
this weekend.  You are truly a class act.  
 
In closing, Everyone:    
Wear your safety belts.    
No more street racing.    
Put the cell phone down when behind the wheel.    
Practice safe driving habits.    
If you’re going to drink, don’t drive.  No one should lose his or her life 
needlessly.  
 
And remember….every time you get behind the wheel…..YOU are in 
charge.  Don’t turn your vehicle into a lethal weapon.  
 
Spread the word. 
Scott Settlemire  
The Fbodfather 

Attention Members: 
  

Please Join me in Welcoming New Members: 
 
 
 
 
 

Samuel R. King 
1517 Burke N.E. Apt.B 
Grand Rapids, MI 49505 
(C) 616-889-9886 
(W) 616-364-0960 
Valvoline 
srknova74@netzero.net 

1982 Z/28 
Member since 3/2008 




