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September 2008  
 

As some of you know, autumn is my favorite sea-
son of the year and I always look forward to those 
clear, crisp days when the leaves are 
turning colors and the thought of an-
other WMCC Fall Color Tour sticks in 
my mind.  We usually manage to get 
three color tours in each year.  The first 
one is during our October Club meeting 
where the predominate color is usually 
still green.  The second color tour is our 
Annual WMCC Hot Rod Fall Color 
Tour  weekend up north, where we’ve 
been pretty lucky finding nice colors, 
and finally our November Club meeting, 
where the color is often brown.  While 
for some, the Labor Day holiday marks the end of 
summer, to me it marks the beginning of my fa-
vorite time of the year.  So here we are at the be-
ginning of October, and I couldn’t be happier! 

 
WMCC October Club Meeting:  
 

Sunday, October 5th we will be meeting at the 
Westgate Bowl parking lot at Noon .  It’s located 
at 4486 Alpine Ave. NW.   We will proceed north 
from there exploring some of the scenic back 
roads north of Grand Rapids and ending up at the 
Crazy Horse Saloon on M-57 near Rockford.  
Their address is: 4601 14 Mile Road. 
�
WMCC “Hot Rod” Fall Color Tour,  
Oct. 10-12:  
 

This year we have made a big change in our an-
nual Fall Color Tour.  After 7 years in the Trav-
erse City area, we’re heading over to the other 
side of the State.  We’ll be based at the Tawas 

Bay Beach Resort and Conference Center.  800
-336-8601   The dates are Friday, October 10, 
coming home on Sunday, October 12th.  This 
weekend is always my favorite event of the year, 

so if you have not planned to go, you 
may want to reconsider.  We’ll be explor-
ing the areas around and along the 
shores of Lake Huron and surrounding 
areas north of Tawas City.  It’s gonna be 
a great weekend! 
 

We will be meeting at the Pilot Gas Sta-
tion on M-66 just on the north side of the 
Ionia Exit on I-96 (Exit # 67) at 9am to 
start this wonderful weekend. 
 

“Back to the Brickyard” ’08 report:  
 

We just got home from the “event of the year”, the 
“Back to the Brickyard” show at the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway, otherwise known as INDY.  I 
want to acknowledge the great job the Central 
Indiana Camaro Club did working with GM and the 
Speedway, pulling off this great show.  I for one 
thought the weekend came off very well, espe-
cially for an event of this size and magnitude.  I 
know some people had a few issues with the 
“Yellow Shirts” that work at the Speedway, but 
that’s part of the “charm” that’s INDY.  LOL  You 
just need to know how they’re gonna act, and be 
ready for it.   
 

I was very happy with the turnout of WMCC mem-
bers that attended this event.  We tried to make a 
list of all the members we knew were there, and 
came up with a total of 48 WMCC members and 
25 WMCC Camaros.  Not too bad!  Good job, eve-
ryone! 
  

The View from the top.  
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There were plenty of things to do and see.  I 
took advantage of the GM Ride & Drive part of 
the show, and drove an HHR SS and a Malibu 
Hybrid.  I skipped the Corvette, G8, Tahoe Hy-
brid, Trail Blazer SS and CTS, among others, as 
I knew I would never buy any of them.  I was a 
bit surprised that you had to pass a breathalyzer 
test before you could drive any of the cars, but I 
understand GM is just covering their butt.  As 
most of you know, I don’t drink anyway, so it was 
not a big deal, I just never thought I would ever 
have to blow on one of those things!  LOL 
The information on the new Camaro was awe-
some and finally getting a chance to see the pro-
duction versions was nice.  I think Chevrolet did 
a great job of taking a great Concept to a very 
nice production car.  The seminars and talks at 
the banquet were full of interesting information. 
  

The people that made the drive to “The Suds” 
drive-in in Greenwood, IN on Friday night 
seemed to have a great time.  Just a word of ad-
vice if you ever end up eating there: don’t order 
three hot dogs!  They have some huge hot dogs 
there! 
 

The last I heard, there were around 570 cars at 
the show, making it quite a large show.  The 
show was mostly Camaros, but there were a 
pretty good number of Firebirds and a few Cor-
vette Pace Cars in attendance as well.  Things 
ended up on Sunday morning with a lap around 
the famous race track and we’ll get a photo of 
our car as we crossed the bricks in the mail, 
later. 
 
November WMCC Club meeting:  
 

The date for our November Club meeting is Sun-
day, November 2nd.  In what’s becoming some-
what of a tradition, we will be heading south, try-
ing and catch the last remnants of the fall colors 
before the winter weather sets in for the dura-
tion.  Gary Crippin and Dave Kemp have again 
worked out a nice country cruise in the greater 
Three Rivers area for our enjoyment.  Hopefully, 
we will have one of those glorious fall days, and 
we’ll have one last chance to enjoy our Camaros 
as a group this year.  We will be meeting at 
 B & G Discount,  which is located about ½ mile 
south of Schoolcraft on US131.  The address is: 
15632 S. US131, Schoolcraft, MI 49087.  We’ll 
be LEAVING B&G’s parking lot at 12:30pm , for 

the color tour cruise, so if you plan on shopping 
(and it’s recommended) plan on being there early 
enough to be done by then.  They open at 9am.   
 
Grand Rapids Autorama, Jan 9-11, 2009:  
 

We’ve been finalizing our plans for our Club display 
for the Autorama.  We’re going with a Used Car Lot 
theme and have already begun buying props for 
our display.  Now that most of the major activities 
are done for the summer season, we need to focus 
the rest of our attention on our Club display.  We’ve 
already got a pretty good plan in place but still 
need to refine and perfect our look.  This will be a 
major topic of discussion at the Club meeting and 
every meeting until the show in January. 
 

We will again be the hosts for the Exhibitors 
Lounge and will need volunteers for that as well as 
volunteers to help set-up the Club display.  We will 
of course be needing the use of trailers to haul cars 
to the show.  So, if you have a car trailer, PLEASE 
volunteer to let us use it to help get our members 
cars downtown and into the show. 

Anne, Carrie, Kathy & Shelley in Downtown Indy. 
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Carries Fund Run  
 

I am happy to announce that Carrie has created a 
charity website for the Grand Rapids Marathon 
she will be running in October. Her goal is to 

raise $1400 in charity donations for Safe Haven 
Ministries  which deals with domestic violence. 
Please take a minute to check her site out and 
learn about how you can help. Thank you very 

much.  
 

James and Carrie  
 

www.carriesfundrun.com  
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October Meeting:  
Meet West Gate Bowling Alley on Alpine Ave at Noon.   
Heading north for a color tour, end up at Crazy Horse 
Saloon, near Rockford.  
 

November Meeting : 
Meet at B & G Discount in Schoolcraft.  We will be leav-
ing there for the drive at 12:30pm and head south for a 
color tour, end up in Three Rivers.– Gary & Dave will 
plan route 
 

Project DZ74 : 
It’ almost complete– It’s on the road and just needs a 
few small things completed. Woot !!! 

September 2008 meeting notes:  
Aug. 3, 2008 
Attendance:  John Smith, Jim Smith, Doug  Warren, Al 
& Jan Boyer, Gary Crippin & father-in-law John Scott, 
Ray &Tracey  Cochran, Gib & Tammy Loudon, John & 
Amy Bidle, Don LePard 
 

Berger Show:  
Matt was very pleased with for 2008’s show. ……. For 
2009 Matt - will make arrangements to have the bow tie 
there and will speak with Dick about having a list of 
guests he has invited to avoid issues at the gate …….. 
for 2009 – Suggestion was made to have silent auction 
info added to flyer ………. Order extra shirts & dash 
plaques as we ran out of T-shirts early this year 
………… We have ordered 210+ dash plaques to be 
sent all show participants as a Thank You ………… 
Everyone thought was it was a good idea to have Ber-
ger new cars around the lot for sale ………. We raised 
$800.00 for Ronald McDonald House of Grand Rapids 
if you want to make out a check make it payable to 
Ronald McDonald House …………. Al suggested signs 
say “for Chevy Engine – Chevy Body cars only” to try 
and keep others from trying to enter the show 
 

Chevy Vettefest:  
Will not being chartering a bus this year.   Nov. 22, 
2008 is the date.  There will be a 69 Z28 display of one 
of each color. 
 

Fall Color Tour:  
Oct. 10-12th    We will meet @ the Pilot Gas Station –
Ionia exit on M-66 at 9:00am on Friday morning. 
 

Autorama:  
It appears we will have our display in the front window 
on Monroe.  We had a long discussion around the 
theme and arrangements of the cars.  Shaping up to be 
a nice display. 
 

Sept. 13 th Social Ride/ Dinner Cruise : 
Meet at  11am at 68th St. Kmart off of 131.  Dinner at 
the Das Dutchman Essenhaus. 

October 2008 Events Calendar  
(*denotes Official WMCC Event)   

WMCC Monthly Membership Meetings:  
* Oct  5  2008  October WMCC Club Meeting – Meeting  at Westgate Bowl parking lot on Alpine Ave. NW @ N oon 
* Oct 10-12 2008 – WMCC Hot Rod Fall Color Tour – m eet @ Pilot Station, Ionia Exit off I-96 @ 9am Frid ay morning 
* Nov 2  2008  November WMCC Club Meeting – Meet @ B & G Discount,  15632 S. US131, Schoolcraft, MI 49087 @ 12:00pm 
* Dec 13 2008 Annual Club Christmas Party/Club meet ing – At the Lins’ again !!!!!!!!!!!!  
 
All Camaro / All Chevrolet Events: 
Oct    4,  2008     M13 GM Event, Mid Michigan Motorplex, Stanton, MI 
Nov   22-23  2008    27th Annual Nickey Chicago Chevy Vettefest – Chicago, IL (www.chevyvettefest.net ) 
 
Other Automotive Events of Interest: 
Oct     1-5  2008    Fall Carlisle, Carlisle, PA 
Jan  9-11  2009    40th Annual (Grand Rapids) Belle Tire Autorama, DeVos Place, downtown, Grand Rapids, MI 
Jan 17-25  2009   North American International Auto Show – Cobo Hall, Detroit, MI 
Feb 13-22  2009   Chicago Auto Show – McCormick Place, Chicago, IL 
Mar    6-8  2009    Detroit Autorama – Cobo Hall, Detroit, MI 
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The Western Michigan Camaro Club  
is dedicated to the enjoyment, preservation 
and promotion of the Chevrolet Camaro as the 
premier four passenger sports car ever. The 
club was formed in 1975. 
 

Meetings  
The WMCC holds monthly membership 
meetings on the first Sunday of each month. 
Times and location vary, so see the 
Newsletter or check the club’s web site at 
www.wmcamaro.org for specific times and 
locations, or call one of the officers. 
 

WMCC Officers  
President: Doug Warren 616.531.7482 
Vice President: Gary Crippin 269.273.5051 
Secretary: Anne Kohler 616.527.2432 
Treasurer: Anita Warren 616.531.7482 
Membership: Al Boyer 231.777.7500 
Webmaster: Brent Findley 
Newsletter Editor: Gary Crippin 269.273.5051 
 

Club Sponsor  
Berger Chevrolet 
BERGERCHEVY.COM 
 

Website 
www.wmcamaro.org 
 
 

Watch www.mifbody.com for the latest info on 
upcoming WMCC events. 
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