Celebrating
Great American Performance

The View from the top.

September 2008

As we near the traditional “end of summer” time
of year, we in the WMCC still look forward to
many more weeks of Camaro enjoyment. Many

swap meet area to see, besides a car show that
often has over 3,000 cars!

Gib & Tammy have some room for those that
would like to spend the weekend (or just

of us will keep our cars out and drive
them to the November Club meeting,
but we need to take advantage of the
weeks we have left. We have our Sep-
tember Club meeting, our dinner trip to
Indiana on September 13th, the BIG
Back to the Brickyard show in Indian-
apolis, our October Club meeting, our
Fall Color Tour and the November Club

Saturday night) at their home. They also
have plenty of room for campers and
travel trailers if you would like to bring
your trailer. Just please let Tammy
know if you are planning to stay inside,
or in a trailer, and one or two nights. Of
course, you are welcome to just come
on over for Sunday as well. Please call

meeting, drive those Camaros as much
as you can before winter.

September Club meeting:

This month we have something a little different
planned. The actual Club meeting will be at Gib
& Tammy Loudon’s home on Sunday September
7th beginning at 10am in the morning. The early
hour is because we want to attend the Franken-
muth Autofest car show in the afternoon. It's one
of the largest and best car shows in the entire
State and highly recommended that you try to
attend. For those early birds, Tammy is offering
to make breakfast for everyone at 9am.

However, there is a much bigger opportunity here
than just the Club meeting and an afternoon at a
car show. The Frankenmuth Autofest is a three
day event, beginning with a street show and fes-
tivities on Friday evening. The streets in down-
town Frankenmuth will be lined with show cars
and there will be food, drink and live bands
throughout the city to entertain everyone. It's a
great time! On Saturday (and Sunday) the car
show moves to the park along the river. There is
a huge manufacturer’'s midway as well as a big

Tammy to make your “reservations”: 989
-871-3586 (home) and 517-404-3540

Here are directions to the Loudon’s:
You will exit I-75 at the Birch Run exit (exit # 136)
and head east on Birch Run Road. Go east until
you reach M-15 (approx 11 miles) and turn right
(south) on M-15, go south (approx one mile) until
you reach Arbela Road. Turn left (east) on Arbela
Road. Note: the road turns to gravel. Once on
the gravel part, follow the turn to the right (south)
onto Oak Road. The Loudon’s home is the third
home on the left side of the road. The drive way
is just after you crest a small hill. Their address is:
10125 Oak Road, Millington Mi 48746, if you want
to Mapquest it yourself. (Note: Birch Run is
approx. 20 miles north of Flint on I-75, for those
that don’t know where Birch Run is located.)

Dinner trip to Das Dutchman Essenhaus

in Middlebury, IN:

On September 13th we have a day trip /dinner trip
planned to the famous Das Dutchman Essenhaus
restaurant in quaint Middlebury, Indiana for some
great Amish cooking. Here’s the plan: There will




be a group meeting in the parking lot of the K-
Mart just off US131 at 68th Street in Cutlerville
(just south of Grand Rapids) at 11am. We will
head south and meet up with the second group
at the Meijers parking lot in Three Rivers. From
there south to Indiana and some great eating
and shopping.

Back to the Brickyard show in Indian-
apolis:

September 19-21, 2008 are the dates we've
been anticipating for over a year, and they are
finally almost here! We'll finally get to see some
production spec 5th Gen Camaros up close. It
sounds like an exciting weekend and | know
many of our members are planning to attend this

monumental event. For more info:
http://www.indycamaro.com/Indy08/showindex.htm

| expect we’ll have a couple different groups
caravanning down depending on departure
times and location. Some will be leaving on
Thursday and some on Friday. We'll discuss
these possibilities at the Club meeting and |
imagine we’ll start an e-mail campaign to coordi-
nate the groups as the dates get a little closer.

October Club meeting:

We will hold our October Club meeting on Sun-
day, October 5th. We have a short Color Tour
planned that will take us north from the Grand
Rapids area and eventually end at the Crazy
Horse Saloon near Rockford. We will meet in
the parking lot of the Westgate Bowl bowling al-
ley at 4486 Alpine Ave. NW Comstock Park, Ml
at NOON.

Annual WMCC Hot Rod Fall Color Tour:
After 7 years of traveling to the greater Traverse
City area, we have decided to have a change of
scenery. This year the trip will concentrate on
the shores of Lake Huron along the east coast of
Michigan. Our “home base” hotel will be the
Tawas Bay Beach Resort and Conference Cen-

From Cristi Falkenhagen about Color tour hotel:
There are still 9 rooms available - (5) Two Double
Bed Cityside and (4) Two Queens Bayside.

The following are the people who have rooms:

Ray Cochran, Marge Drooger, Bonnie Edwards,
Christi Falkenhagen, Angie Kemp, Nick Kemp,
Teresa Lins, Dennis Mykols, Steve Ogrodzinski, Jef-
frey Peloquin, Dave Verburg

ter. 800-336-8601 The dates are Friday, October
10, coming home on Sunday, October 12th. We
will discuss Friday’s departure time at the Club
meeting and have all the detail in the October
newsletter. This weekend is always my favorite
event of the year, so if you have not planned to go,
you may want to reconsider. It's gonna be a great
weekend!

November Club meeting:

In what's becoming somewhat of a tradition, we will
be heading south, trying and catch the last rem-
nants of the fall colors before the winter weather
sets in for the duration. Gary Crippin and Dave
Kemp have again worked out a nice country cruise
in the greater Three Rivers area for our enjoyment.
Hopefully, we will have one of those glorious fall
days, and we’ll have one last chance to enjoy our
Camaros as a group this year. We will be meeting
at B & G Discount , which is located about %2 mile
south of Schoolcraft on US131. The address is:
15632 S. US131, Schoolcraft, Ml 49087 . We'll be
LEAVING B&G'’s parking lot at 12 o’clock Noon, for
the color tour cruise, so if you plan on shopping
(and it's recommended) plan on being there early
enough to be done by NOON. They open at 9am.

Chevy-Vettefest:

Last month we voted NOT to hire a bus for a trip to
the Chevy-Vettefest show in Chicago this year.
However, you may decide to go on your own, and
here’s some details on the show: http://
www.chevyvettefest.net/fall08.htm This is always a
very enjoyable show and one of the features this
year is an extensive display of '69 Camaro Z28’s.
They're trying to have one of every color on dis-
play. Highly recommended.

Annual WMCC Christmas Party / Decem-
ber Club meeting:

Carl & Teresa Lins will once again host the annual
Camaro Club Christmas Party. The date is Satur-
day, December 13, 2008. The festivities will begin
around 6pm and go until ......... who knows? Look
for more details in the December Newsletter.

Grand Rapids Autorama, January 9-11,

2009:

It's time to concentrate our efforts on our Club dis-
play for the Grand Rapids Autorama. Last year,
the rat-rod club kicked our butts, so we need to
step things up this year. We have been working




with Bullet and Bob on arrangements and we will
be moving our Club display along the east side
of the exhibit hall, right in front of the windows
that line Monroe Ave.

We have discussed our “Used Car Lot” theme
and now it's time to gather all the props we need
to pull this off. As far as | know, these are the
cars we have lined up for our display: Project
DZz74, Dave Kemp's red '70 SS, Nick Kemp's
blue '01 SS, Ken Miedema'’s blue '01 Berger SS,
Steve O’s blue '78 228, John & Christi’s blue '69
Coupe, Marc Bouman'’s blue '69 RS, Ray
Shafer’s black '01 228, James Hoffman’s white
'85 IROC-Z & Jan Boyer’'s red '02 SS. Please
verify this by confirming your entry to me. That's
10 cars, but | seem to remember 11 cars. | have
looked through all my past notes and newslet-
ters and cannot find a list. Am | forgetting any-
one? Help me out here. We really need either
11 cars or 9 cars to make the display look right.
Otherwise, plan to have the Club host the Ex-

hibitors Lounge again, as usual.

Check out Johns Smith’s 2-1/2+ minute Burnout.
http://videos.mifbody.com/video/6fbbe2fd-9d02-

46d9-8b2¢-9b010181f56a.htm

Carries Fund Run

| am happy to announce that Carrie has created a

charity website for the Grand Rapids Marathon
she will be running in October. Her goal is to
raise $1400 in charity donations for ~ Safe Haven
Ministries which deals with domestic violence.
Please take a minute to check her site out and
learn about how you can help. Thank you very
much.

James and Carrie

www.carriesfundrun.com

For Sale

1976 Camaro Type LT

Engine/Trans/Rear end:

-350 GM crate motor pushing 280 hp and 300 ft/lbs torque
(about 20,000 mi on motor)

-Headers w/ true duels all the way back into flo pro mufflers
-Edelbrock Performer Intake and g-jet carb (4 barrel)
-Aluminum Water Pump

-Plugs, Wires, Distributer cap and rotor just replaced
-Muncie M22 Rockcrusher 4 speed with hurst competition
plus shifter

-stock clutch, have new Zoom replaced that would go with the
car, just not installed yet

-3.08 Posi Rear End (10 bolt)

Suspension:

-F41 factory suspension

-New poly control arm and sway bar bushings

-sub frame connectors

-cut coil springs in the front for a 2 inch drop and 1 inch lower-
ing blocks in the rear

-Edelbrock IAS performance shocks in the front

-17" Black AR Torg-Thrust M Wheels on Nankang rubber

Interior:

-Black and in great condition,

-Kendwood deck, GM 6x9 rear speakers and 2 5.25 inch
pioneers in the front

-All guages with no idiot lights from factory

Exterior:

-3 piece steel Louvres

-3 piece front fiberglass spoiler
-All new weatherstripping

$6900
Kyle Cochran




Project DZ74
There are times in one’s life when the words “Thank You” just are not strong enough for the circum-
stances. This is one of those times in my life. Project DZ74 made its debut at the 9" Annual Berger
Chevrolet All Chevy Show. At times it seemed like this day would never come, but with a lot of hard
work and dedication, it finally became a reality.

While the Project is still not completely finished, we scrambled just enough to make it “showable” for the
Berger show. There were several Club members that helped in this final push over the last few weeks,
but one in particular showed his dedication, commitment and perseverance above all others, and that
would be Ray Cochran. Without Ray’s constant pushing, poking and prodding, I'm sure we would not
have made our goal of showing the car at the Berger Show. Many 12-13 hour days, often two times a
week, was what it took to succeed.

Of course there were dozens of other members and friends that helped over the course of the last two
and a half years to make this dream a reality, and | thank each and every one of them from the bottom
of my heart. There were exciting moments, frustrating moments, scary moments and times when it just
seemed too hard to keep going but we did, and the results speak for themselves. The car came out

| sincerely hope that the entire membershlp of the Western Michigan Camaro Club takes as much pride
in this car as | do as its owner. Without the help of our generous members and of course, Berger Chev-
rolet (Thanks, Matt!) this dream would never have been fulfilled.

| want the world to know that a group of friends from a car club and a very special business man, can
achieve great things when they all work together. | am truly one of the most blessed people ever. To
be able to say | have this kind of friends is a rare privilege, indeed. Never in my wildest dreams did |
ever think anything like this would ever happen to me. I'm still in awe.

When we get all the details finished and all the bugs are fixed, | want everyone that wants, to take the
car for a drive. It could never have happened without every single one of you.

And even though these words still sound hollow, THANK YOU to everyone.

Most sincerely,
Doug Warren




Project DZ74’s Journey

The DZ74 Journey

I met Doug at Camaro Superfest 2000. Learning | was a 2nd gen guy, Doug soon told me of his 2nd
gen. A Z28 Camaro that he had bought new in July of 1974. The following year the WMCC was started.
Throughout the 70's and 80's this Z was a very sharp regular on the Grand Rapids street scene.
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In 1986 the car was completely disassembled and put on a home made rotisserie. Work started building
an all out chrome everything show car. Through an unfortunate chain of events that's as far as the origi-
nal project made it.

Jump to GR Autorama in January 2006 and | cooked up the idea that maybe it was time to bring this
piece of history back to life. While at the show | got the thoughts of a few club members and everyone
loved the idea. Over the next couple of weeks we talked to Doug's daughter Terri Anna as well as a cou-
ple of sponsors including Berger Chevrolet. At the February '06 WMCC club meeting we sprang our idea
on Doug and didn't really give him a chance to say "no".

Project DZ74 was born!

On February 16, 2006 we got our first look at the project. This is just the way she had set for 20 years.




We spent most of the summer talking to sponsors, raising funds and making plans. The project was
moved out to the middle of the garage and the front sub-frame and rear end were nicely painted up by
club members. In August and September we worked very hard to get the front and rear suspension un-

der the car in anticipation of the Z heading off to The Berger Body Shop for a little body work and a fresh
coat of paint.
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October 23, 2006 was a big day for Project DZ74 as she finally got her feet under her and was rolled out
into the sunshine for the first time in 20 years. From there it was into the trailer and off to the body shop.

The project spent the fall and winter in the capable hands of the guys at the Berger Body Shop. She
was shaped and smoothed and painted in a modern shade of the original Code 29 Midnight Blue.
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Then on January 24, 2007 she was back home all bright and
shiny.

The next several months
were hard ones for the
project. We had discov-
ered that the paint ap-
plied to the underside of
the car back in the 80's
was coming off. We
spent most of the spring and summer laying under the car sand
blasting the entire underbody of the car. Justin Pace of Pace
Fabricating then did a great job of painting the underside while
laying on his back.

August and September of '07 were spent installing the SSBC front and rear disk brakes and getting our
first look at our new wheel and tire package.

October 19 was another great day for Project DZ74 as the L82 engine and 6 speed transmission went
into the car. The following day modifications were started to add the shifter to the 6 speed.

The winter of '07 was spent dealing with a lot of details. One of which was
relocating the battery to the trunk.




When spring of '08 arrived we were in high gear. The interior was going in. The radiator, electric fans,
and exhaust were installed. Everyone helped out in anticipation of the big day.

Then on July 10, 2008 the engine that Doug had built more
than 20 years earlier was started for the first time.

Now that the motor was running it was time to install the
front sheet metal which took the rest of July and into the first
part of August.




All of this brought about one of the biggest days in any projects history.

August 9, 2008 was the first drive!




The Z went back to the Berger body shop on August 18 for a final rub out & wetsand of the paint.

Then as a feature car at the Berger All Chevy Show/28th Street Metro on August 22/23 Project DZ74
made it's debut to the public!!!!

Although out in public and being driven, the project is not finished. There are still several aspects of the
project that are yet to be completed, so stay tuned!

DZ74 Project Manager
Ray Cochran
zmanrc@hotmail.com
616-403-3941




August 2008 meeting notes:

Aug. 3, 2008

Attendance: Amy Kugel, Kenya Jones, John & Cheryl
Smith, John & Christi Falkenhagen, Doug & Anita War-
ren, Dave & Angie Kemp, Dennis & Ronnie Mykols, Al
& Jan Boyer, Carl & Theresa Lins, Gary & Ashley Crip-
pin, Marc Bouman, Wade & Stacie Shindorf, James
Smith, Kevin, Robert, & Leo McNamara, Paul & Wendy
Murphy, Nick & Christy Kemp, Ray, Tracey & Ben
Cochran, Ray & Jeannine Shafer, Phillip Janecke,
Anne Kohler, Dave & Gay Verburg.

Berger Show:
We have flyers. Take some with you today!! .... It was

approved to invite Helen Gibb. ... There is also a per-
son who has a 69 Berger who still needs to be con-
tacted. ..... Doug is still working on feature cars. If you
have any ideas let him know. ..... The signs are being
made for the entrances. .... Silent Auction: for Ronald
McDonald House. ..... Club members need to park to-
gether and be only involved in the club award. If you
have a car other than a Camaro, please feel free to
show it in the show. All Camaro club members need to
have a club tag in their car. .... Have the announcer,
John F., announce at awards that our cars are not in-
cluded. .... Wear your name tags that were made last
year by Berger’s at the show. .... Put together an item
for the silent auction and bring it with you!! ... The art-
work for the Berger shirts is amazing!!

****Polo shirts are going to be at the Berger show on
Fri. evening.

Chevy Vettefest:

Do we want a bus? No, it doesn’t look like we need
one. Nov. 22, 2008 is the date. .... There will be a 69
Z28 display of one of each color.

Fall Color Tour:

Oct. 10-12" Make your reservations by the second
week of September. The rooms are only being held
until that time.

Autorama:
The show will be the second week end of January. It
was changed back to the original date. ..... The listis in

the newsletter. It needs to be confirmed now. Doug
will be emailing people about their cars being in the
display.

Finances:
We are looking good and some expenses were taken
care of.

September Meeting:

Meeting at 10am, Sunday at Tammy & Gib Loudon’s
house. Breakfast @9am. This is the weekend of the
Frankenmuth Show and we will go to the show after the
meeting.

October Meeting:
Head north for a color tour, end up at Crazy Horse Sa-
loon, Rockford.

November Meeting :
Head south for a color tour, end up in Three Rivers.

Sept. 13" Social Ride :
Meet at 11am at 68" St. Kmart off of 131. Dinner at
the Das Dutchman Essenhaus.

Project DZ74 :

It needs to be done in two weeks to go to Berger.
There are about 20 things that need to be done. Ray
said that it is sitting at a great place. Ray auctioned off
the Berger PR-3 poster for $20 each to raise funds for
the car.

September 2008 Events Calendar

WMCC Monthly Membership Meetings:

* Sep 13 2008 Club outing to the “Essen Haus Resta
*Oct 5 2008 October WMCC Club Meeting — TBA
* Oct 10-12 2008 — Annual WMCC Hot Rod Fall Color T our
*Nov 2 2008 November WMCC Club Meeting — TBA

* Dec 13 2008 Annual Club Christmas Party/Club meet ing

All Camaro / All Chevrolet Events:

Other Automotive Events of Interest:

Sep 21 2008
Oct 1-5 2008
*Jan

Fall Carlisle, Carlisle, PA

2-4 2009 40" Annual (Grand Rapids) Belle Tire Autorama, DeVos P

(*denotes Official WMCC Event)

*Sep 7 2008 September WMCC Club Meeting @ Gib & Tammy Loudon’s home, 10:00am - details in newslett  er
urant” in Indiana

Sep 6-7 2008 NEOCC Fall Classic Camaro Show @ Summit Racing, Tallmadge, OH
*Sept 19-21 2008 GM/Chevrolet Camaro Event, India napolis, IN “Back to the Brickyard”
Nov 22-23 2008 27" Annual Nickey Chicago Chevy Vettefest — Chicago, IL (www.chevyvettefest.net )

(www.indycamaro.com )

Sep 5-7 2008 Frankenmuth Autofest

Sep 5 2008 7" Annual Benefit Cruise-in, @ Trendway Corp., 13467 Quincy Street, Holland, Ml

Sep 6 2008 Creston Car Show, Creston H.S. Plainfield Ave. Grand Rapids, Ml

Sep 7 2008 14" Annual Muscle Car-Plus Car Show, Gilmore Classic Car Museum, Hickory Corners, Ml

Sep 7 2008 Sunshine Motorsports & Car Show, Sunshine Community Church, 3300 East Beltline NE, Grand Rapids, MI

Sep 13 2008 Alto Car Show, downtown Alto, Ml (optional) parade at 11am
Poker Run #11 @ Montcalm Twp Complex 7 mi n. of Greenville on M-91 (Turk Lake) 9am-3pm

lace, downtown, Grand Rapids, Ml




The Western Michigan Camaro Club

is dedicated to the enjoyment, preservation
and promotion of the Chevrolet Camaro as the
premier four passenger sports car ever. The
club was formed in 1975.

Meetings
The WMCC holds monthly membership

meetings on the first Sunday of each month.
Times and location vary, so see the
Newsletter or check the club’s web site at
www.wmcamaro.org for specific times and
locations, or call one of the officers.

WMCC Officers

President: Doug Warren 616.531.7482

Vice President: Gary Crippin 269.273.5051
Secretary: Anne Kohler 616.527.2432
Treasurer: Anita Warren 616.531.7482
Membership: Al Boyer 231.777.7500
Webmaster: Brent Findley

Newsletter Editor: Gary Crippin 269.273.5051

Club Sponsor
Berger Chevrolet

BERGERCHEVY.COM

I "# 3 Website
%% & www.wmcamaro.org
YA % Watch www.mifbody.com for the latest info on

upcoming WMCC events.




