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August 2020 
We had another great meeting in August, we had 
plenty of room to Social Distance. I’m not sure if 
it’s the outdoor meetings or people tired of being 
cooped up but the turnouts have been great. So 
with that we will be doing another cruise and 
lunch meeting. The Kemps are setting us up a 
nice cruise and it will be nice to see long time 
members the Edwards once again at a meeting.   
 

August WMCC Meeting  
Saturday August 15, 2020 
For August s Club meeting we will be having a 
cruise and a pot luck lunch.  Meeting will be 
Saturday August15, 2020. We will meet at B&G 
Discount in Schoolcraft MI at 11:45 am and 

The View from the Top.  

August 2020 

leaving promptly at NOON!.  So if you plan to 
shop arrive early. The Address for B & G is 15632 
US-131, Schoolcraft, MI 49087.  The Cruise will 
end at Dennis & Bonnie Edwards where we will 
have a pot luck lunch and outdoor meeting. 
Meeting will be about 1:30pm for those that can’t 
make the cruise.  The Edwards Address is 7150 
11 Mile Rd, Burlington, MI 49029 
 

The club will be providing sandwiches & 
condiments. Should be plenty of room to keep 6'  
apart, So bring your mask (wearing it is up to 
you), Favorite beverage, chair  & come along.  
 

Please RSVP on the event in the facebook group 
https://www.facebook.com/events/576846619624198/  

Or send me a text 269-506-0411 with your Name 
so we know how many sandwiches to buy.  
 

Route 66 INFO 
This is just a reminder for those of you that were 
going on Route 66 this year. DON'T FORGET TO 
CANCEL YOUR MOTEL RESERVATIONS. 
Some of the smaller Motels have a $25 fee and a 
couple want at least a month in advance. So save 
your money and cancel now. Thanks and save for 
next year.  
John Smith 
 

Camaros at the Corners 
By: Linda Lawrence 

Needs your help for Sept 27 for Camaros at the 
corners, at Gilmores Car Museum in Hickory 

 

Doug Warren, WMCC Founder 
1953-2010 

You will never be forgotten 
 

Membership Dues 
This is just a friendly reminder.  

Yearly membership dues are due, for most 
members, in January. If you joined the Club 
before July of 2019, your dues are now due. 

It’s $30 for a single membership and $45 for a 
couple.  

 

Dues may be paid at a club meeting or mailed 
to the WMCC Membership coordinator 

Shelley Crippin.  
 

Please make checks payable to: 
“Western Michigan Camaro Club”. 

Mailing address: 
WMCC Membership 
C/O Shelley Crippin 

56055 Woodridge Drive 
Three Rivers, MI 49093 

https://www.facebook.com/events/576846619624198/
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Corners. We would be working with the other 
clubs.. let's make Michigan Camaros great. Lots of 
people from all over.  Looking to see Berger cars 
there and I Hope Matt and any other performance 
guys..  

 

I understand the Vicksburg boys are coming some 
guys in Kalamazoo link and Lingenfelter’s 
etc.   anybody and everybody let's make this 
large. if you are able to help please contact me 
Linda Lawrence llblawrence@gmail.com 
 

2020 Fall Color Tour Info 
Hi All,  
Cheryl and I just got back this weekend from doing 
the 2020 WMCC FALL COLOR TOUR route and 
verifying motel information. This year we will all be 
gathering on Wednesday night October 7th and 
the Econo Lodge Inn and Suites, Iron Mountain 
Mi. and traversing nearly the entire length of the 
Upper Peninsula of Michigan.  We will be as far 
west as you can travel on a paved road then going 
all the way back to Sault Saint Marie. This will be 
by far the most miles we have ever done with 
Thursday and Friday being similar to a Power 
Tour day with no show at the end of the day. Just 
under 300 miles both days. Saturday will be just 
over 200 miles. 
 

There will be plenty to see with stops at Bond 
Falls, Little Girl Point, Lake of the Clouds, Lac La 
Belle (water fall that isn't on the map), Copper 
Harbor, H-58 to Grand Marais, Tahquamenon 
area and all the great roads in between. 

    

Wednesday I will be leaving my house around 9 
am. for anyone that wants to travel along. Iron 
Mountain is 6 hrs from there and anyone not 
wanting to leave that early or have other things 
that might have to be taken care of can make that 
day their own. The Holiday Restaurant that 
is right next door to Econo Lodge closes at 8 pm 
central time. and that will be the supper stop 
meeting point. 
MOTEL INFO 
I have not gotten any breaks in pricing so you 
might want to go online to book. 

 

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 7TH 

Econo Lodge Inn and Suites (MI153) 
1609 S Stephenson Ave 
Iron Mountain Mi. 49801 
906-776-8000 

 

THURSDAY OCTOBER 8TH 
Konteka Motel 
400 Main St. 
White Pine MI. 49971 
906-885-5170 
They only have 14 rooms left after I booked ours so 
for a back up motel 
Sunshine Motel & Cabins 
24077 M-64 
Ontonagon MI. 49953 

 

FRIDAY OCTOBER 9TH 
Econo Lodge Lakeshore 
2050 S. US 41 
Marquette MI. 49855 
906-225-1305 

 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 10TH 
Adobe Lockview Motel 
327 Portage Ave 
Sault Saint Marie MI. 49783 
 
Thankx John and Cheryl 

WMCC Member Corner  
by:  Anne Purdun 
 

I am excited to talk to a different member each 
month to find out about your car(s), your hobbies, 
joining the club, and definitely about why you love 
the Camaro.  If you want to volunteer, email me at 
sshedvl@gmail.com or call me at (616)293-8473.  
Please leave a message!!  I can’t wait to talk to old 
friends and meet new ones!! 
 
August Brings Us Steve O (short for 
Ogrodzinski!!) 
Everyone talks about the Blizzard of 1978.  Well, 
Steve O bought his beautiful blue Z28 about a 
month and a half after this famous storm.  
 

It was March 13, 1978…Steve was at C Bell 
Chevrolet.  Imagine this, a 20 foot snow pile in the 
parking lot where the carrier dropped off his new 

                        

                       Official Club Sponsor 

         Berger Chevrolet 
         2525 28th Street, Grand Rapids, MI 49512 
 

                       www.bergerchevy.com 
 

 SALES: 866-703-1271  SERVICE: (616) 219-0098   PARTS: (616) 219-8186 

mailto:llblawrence@gmail.com
mailto:sshedvl@gmail.com
http://www.bergerchevy.com
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Camaro.  Steve didn’t care, he was picking up that 
gorgeous blue Z28 for its first ride.  He was given 
words of wisdom from the salesman, Keith 
Seccombe…Keith told Steve, “Be careful, son, 
there’s a lot of car there.”  

 
 

So began Steve’s life as the only owner of his Z28.  
You guessed it, first burnout was on March 13th of 
’78.  He smoked the first set of tires that very 
same year.  Believe it or not, he still has those 
tires to this day!!  In fact, every time he has 
modified the Z, he makes sure to keep the original 
parts!!  Steve even got an original style battery 
from Doug Warren!!  He had to turn his in for the 
core when it died.  What are friends for, right?!! 
Many of us, back in the day, found WMCC at 
Autorama.  If you don’t know what this is, you 
haven’t lived.  Autorama was a huge indoor show 
held in Grand Rapids until just a few years ago.  
Anyway, enter Doug Warren and no, not WMCC.  
It was the Camaro-Firebird Club back in those 
days.

 

 
 

The Camaro-Firebird Club had maybe 20 members 
at the time.  Steve was the young guy at just 18.  
They went to lots of drag races and autocrosses.  
The club had fun each year racing against the West 
Michigan Mustang Club.  They called it “The 
General against Henry”.  I sure hope the General 
won more than Henry did!! 
 

In those days, the club members were more likely to 
be found drag racing or participating in an autocross 
race.  He remembers lots of racing with Doug 
Warren and the club.  Steve has fond memories of 
the Super Chevy Shows at Martin Dragway and 
many other events that he participated in.  He even 
came to Ionia and raced around the fairgrounds in 
the fall.  I have seen pictures of one of those races 
Steve!! 
 
 

Steve’s first autocross was sponsored by the SCCA.  
It was held at Amway in Ada.  His competitors were 
a Corvette, a V8 Monza Spyder, and a couple of 
Mustangs….not cars like his ’78 Z!!  He drove the 
ONLY CAMARO.  Steve WON his class that day 
against more experienced drivers! 
 

The Corvette guy was especially ticked off that he 
lost.  Through Steve’s network of friends, Steve 
found out why.  Steve’s Uncle worked at Diesel 
Equipment (later Delphi) with the Corvette guy.  He 
told his uncle he wasn’t very happy that his nephew 
beat him with his new Z28!!  FYI…Doug Warren 
worked there and John Smith still does!! 
 
Remember, this was his first autocross.  His first run 
was his best time!  Try as he might, the other three 
runs just weren’t as fast.  He drove harder those 
three laps, but just couldn’t improve on his very first 
lap time. This just proves that the harder you run, 
the slower you go.   Do you believe him?  I do!! 
 

I believe this also…he almost sold his ‘78 one year 
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for a Harley!! 
 

Steve, I personally am very glad you didn’t!!  I also 
know many others who feel the same!!  You may 
not see Steve at a lot of car shows, but always 
know that he and Kathy are going on a cruise.  It 
may be on his Harley, but, hey, cruising is one of 
his favorite things!! 
 

What has been the best part of owning his Z28 
for 42+ years?  The lifelong friendships he 
has made simply because he chose to buy 
a brand new Camaro in 1978.  In Steve’s 
words…”These wonderful friendships, 
indeed, are his favorite part of owning his 
Camaro!!  All I can say is…ditto my friend, 
ditto!! 

 

HELP WANTED 
As we move into the new year I would like to add a 
few New positions in WMCC and fill a couple of 
vacant ones.  There are still several positions 
available if anyone is interested.  
 

Events Coordinator(s) 
This person would be responsible for our Calendar 
of events. This person would actively look for events 
for the club to attend, they would be the Club 
contact person for special events in the club.  
 

Club Photographer 
This position is just what it sounds like. This person 
would be responsible for taking pictures at WMCC 
events and meetings and getting them to me for the 
newsletter.  
 

Columnist(s) 
This job could be several people. I looking for 
people to write columns for the newsletter. They 
should be car related, how to’s, new product 
offerings, or really just about anything of interest as 
long as its not politics.  
 

If you are interested in any of these positions or 
have another position not listed that you would like 
please let me know as soon as possible. You can 
call text or email me.  
 

Gary Crippin 
President 
269-506-0411   
wmcamaro@gmail.com  

mailto:wmcamaro@gmail.com
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Sunday, September 27, 2020 
10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Gilmore Car Museum 
6865 W Hickory Rd 
Hickory Corners, MI 49060 

Contact & More Info 
Contact: Gilmore Car Museum 
Email: info@gilmorecarmuseum.org 
Phone: (269) 671-5089 

Each Summer Sundaze is a different themed 
event on the historic 90-acre campus of the 
Gilmore Car Museum; where the stars are the 
cars! September 27th features Camaros!  
Time: 

• Sunday, September 27th 

• Show: 10:00am -2:00pm 

• Exhibitor gate opens: 9:00am 
Public gate opens: 10:00am 
Registration/Pricing: 

• $20 to register (includes admission for driver 
and one passenger). 

 Pre-register to secure your spot!  
Register your vehicle HERE 

 

General Info: 

• Top 5 Awards plus President's Award and 
Sponsor Award 

• Each “Summer Saturdaze and Summer 
Sundaze Starring” has a featured car theme, but 
all classic cars are welcome. A special show 
field will be set-up for the designated make of the 
day. 

• Limited Capacity with social distancing and 
mask on/mask off outdoor areas. 

• Advance reservations recommended to 
secure space at gilmorecarmuseum.org. 

• No Swap Meets at Gilmore Car Museum run 
events in 2020. 
Please note Museum Memberships are NOT 
valid for exhibitor admission. 

Spectator Admission: 
$16.00 per person 
$11.00 for children 11-17 
FREE for children 10 and under 
_______________________________________
___________ 
Questions? 
Contact email: info@gilmorecarmuseum.org 
Contact phone: 269-671-5089 
 

CAMAROS at the Corners 

mailto:%20info@gilmorecarmuseum.org
https://bit.ly/3h3WKj9
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Camaro Corner 

The Western Michigan Camaro Club  
Is dedicated to the enjoyment, preservation and 
promotion of the Chevrolet Camaro as the premier 
four passenger sports car ever. The club was 
formed in 1975.  
 

Meetings  
The WMCC holds monthly membership meetings on 
the first weekend of each month. Times and location 
vary, so see the Newsletter or check the club’s web 
site or face book page for specific times and 
locations, or call one of the officers.  
 

WMCC Officers  
President: Gary Crippin 269.506.0411  
Co-Vice President: Carl Lins 269.795.7878  
Co-Vice President: John Falkenhagen 269.795.7612  
Secretary: Bonnie Edwards 517.765.9929  
Membership: Shelley Crippin 269.506.0901  
Newsletter Editor: Gary Crippin 269.273.5051  
Club Archivist: Ray Cochran 616.403.3941  
 

Club Sponsor  
Berger Chevrolet ~ BERGERCHEVY.COM  
 

Website  
www.wmcamaro.org  
 

Facebook  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
westernmichigancamaroclub/  
 

Watch www.mifbody.com for the latest info on  
upcoming WMCC events.  

 

Don’t miss the next  
WMCC Meeting 
August 15, 2020 

At the Edwards Home 
In Burlington, MI  

See Newsletter for Details.  

56055 Woodridge Road  
Three Rivers, MI 49093 


